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Abstract 
This research intends to examine the relation between the viewpoints of preschool teaching students towards children and their 
attitude towards teaching. Workgroup of this research includes 222 sophomore and senior students who continue preschool 
education teaching program in Vocational Education Faculty of Gazi University, selected using the method of random sampling. 
In the research, “Personal Information Form”, “Inventory for Viewpoint towards Children” developed by Ulutaú, Ceylan and 
Ömero÷lu (2007) and “Teaching Attitude Scale” devised by Çetin (1996) are used. The data of this research is analyzed by 
calculating the values of t test and correlation.  
© 2009 Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
Teacher behaviors are discussed in two aspects, basically, with regard to their nature. While the first aspect of 
behavior creates love, respect and an environment in which the student gets close to the teacher, the behavior in the 
second aspect creates anxiety, fear and distance between the aforementioned.  Therefore, first aspect of behavior is 
described as the behavior of a democratic teacher and the second aspect is described as the behavior of an autocratic 
teacher. According to this classification, the definition of democratic teacher also defines the ideal teacher. The 
teacher who has adopted a democratic behavior will consider the child as an individual who exists as part of life, 
explores and learns rather than one who creates problems. Preschool teachers should listen, observe and try to 
understand the child. Such actions will enable both to work on the learning process together. Pool (1980) 
emphasizes the importance of teachers’ attitude in the creation of a creative class. In addition, viewpoint of teacher 
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towards child will affect teacher’s viewpoint towards his/her vocation and attitude concerning the vocation (Katz 
1997; Kılıç et al.; Isbell and Raines, 2003,p.42). 
Viewpoint of teacher towards the child includes the teacher’s opinions concerning the existence and physical, 
motor, cognitive, language, social and emotional development of the child. A good preschool teacher should 
evaluate all children without making any physical, mental etc. discriminations and teacher’s viewpoint must be 
formed in order not to make discriminations from child to child and without any difference of this viewpoint 
between children. The research of Aktan-Kerem and Cömert (2005) also supports this view.  
The research carried out by Aktan, Kerem and Cömert (2005) intended the examination of problems of preschool 
education. The results of the research showed that, in-service training which the teachers wish to participate in most, 
is related to the techniques for the knowledge of children. If teachers identify different aspects of children, they may 
adopt a more positive attitude towards teaching. This study intends to examine the relation between the viewpoints 
of preschool teaching students towards children and their attitude towards teaching. 
2. Method 
This research intends to examine the relation between the viewpoints of preschool teaching students towards 
children and their attitude towards teaching. Workgroup of this research includes 222 sophomore and senior students 
who continue preschool education teaching program in Vocational Education Faculty of Gazi University in the 
education period of 2007-2008, selected using the method of random sampling. 46.8 % of the workgroup consists of 
sophomore students and 53.2 % consists of senior students. It is determined that 95.9 % of the students are female 
and 71.2 % are successful in their courses. Age of the students ranges from 18 to 24 (M=20.80). 
In the research, “Personal Information Form” is used to obtain demographic information for preschool teaching 
students and “Inventory for Viewpoint towards Children”, which is developed by Ulutaú, Ceylan and Ömero÷lu 
(2008), is used to specify the viewpoints of teacher candidates according to cultural characteristics of the society, 
visual characteristics of the children and the value assigned to children by the individuals. The inventory consists of 
a total of 25 articles, 6 of which are negative   and 19 of which are positive and three chapters; viewpoints of 
cultural, visual and values. In addition, it is specified as a five graded system; “Totally Agree”, “Agree”, “Neither 
agree nor disagree”, “Disagree” and “Strongly Disagree”. According to the whole of “Inventory for Viewpoint 
towards Children”, Cronbach Alfa value is found acceptable as .81 for the first factor and .69 and .63 for the second 
and third factors, respectively.  
In order to determine the attitude of students towards teaching, “Teaching Attitude Scale” developed by Çetin 
(1996) is used. The scale reflect three basic structures; affection, value and harmonization. The scales consist of 35 
articles, 15 negative and 20 positive. In addition, cognitive, perceptive and behavioral expressions are scaled in the 
form of 5 Likert as “Strongly Agree”, “Agree”, “Neither agree nor disagree”, “Disagree” and “Strongly Disagree”. 
According to the whole of the scale, Cronbach Alfa value is found acceptable as .95 for the first factor and .81 and 
.76 for the second and third factors, respectively. (Çetin,2006:36) Data collection tools are applied by the 
researchers to the students of preschool teaching in the class environment. Data of the research is analyzed by 
calculating frequency, percentage distribution, mean and standard deviation and correlation values.  
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3. Findings and Discussion  
Table 1. Results of the t test concerning the viewpoints of students towards children and their attitude towards teaching according to class
 Class n × s Sd t p 
2 104 88.87 7.35 .72 Total Viewpoints towards Children 
4 118 87.06 7.71 .71 
1.780 p>.05 
2 104 47.54 4.65 .45 Cultural Viewpoint 
4 118 46.16 4.73 .43 
2.193 p<.05* 
2 104 28.75 3.46 .34 Visual Viewpoint 
4 118 28.13 3.30 .30 
1.350 p>.05 
2 104 12.57 2.34 .23 Viewpoint of Values 
4 118 12.77 2.35 .21 
-.614 p>.05 
Total of Teaching Attitude 2 104 144.00 19.46 1.90 1.225 p>.05 
 4 118 140.81 19.24 1.77   
2 104 86.47 15.63 1.53 Affection 
4 118 85.15 13.85 1.27 
.666 p>.05 
2 104 37.29 5.20 .51 Value 
4 118 36.21 3.83 .35 
1.784 p>.05 
2 104 20.23 3.62 .35 1.526 p>.05 Harmony 
4 118 19.44 3.96 .36   
*Difference; p<0.05  
In Table 1, the viewpoints of students towards children and attitudes towards teaching are examined according to 
their classes. Average points of sophomore students for the sub-scale of cultural viewpoint is different in the value 
of× =47.54 and senior students is different in the value of × = 46.16. According to the results of the t test 
conducted, the difference between the average points of students in terms of classes is significant in the level of 0.05 
(t=2.193). From this point of view, it is observed that there is not a significant difference between classes related to 
teaching (p>0.05); however, there is a significant difference for sub-scale of cultural viewpoint in favor of the 
sophomores (p<0.05). We can say that cultural viewpoint is significant in the sophomores by reason of a more 
general viewpoint towards children and, by reason of being sophomore students, that they adopt an attitude common 
in their near environment.  
In the research concerning the examination of attitude of teacher candidates towards teaching with regard to 
different variables, Çapa and Çil (2000) found that the difference in the points of students’ attitude towards teaching 
according to the classes is not significant for sophomore and senior students. This research also supports the results 
of attitude concerning teaching.  
Table 2. Results of correlation between viewpoint towards children and attitude towards teaching
Total of Attitude 
towards Teaching 
Affection Value Harmony 
Total Viewpoints 
towards Children .247** .187** .319** .153*
Cultural Viewpoint  
.272** .208** .352** .158*
Visual Viewpoint  
.075 .043 .194** -.017 
Viewpoint of Values  
.139* .120 .037 .198**
**  Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).  *  Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed). 
As Table 2 is examined, a positive relation can be found in the correlation results between attitudes towards 
teaching and viewpoints towards children. It is also found that there is a relation in the positive direction 
(r=.247,.187,.319,.153,p<0.01) between total and sub-scales of Cultural Viewpoint and Attitude towards Teaching 
and Viewpoint of Values, a relation in the positive direction (r=.194, p<0.01) between Visual Viewpoint and Value 
sub-scale  and a relation in the positive direction (r=.139, .198, p<0.01) between total and sub-scales of Viewpoint 
of Values and Attitude towards Teaching . Taking this research into consideration, we can say that, as the 
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viewpoints of teacher candidates towards children become more positive, their attitude towards teaching becomes 
more positive as well.  
According to the research by Harmanlı and Ekinci (2006), which examines certain variables concerning 
professional information of preschool teaching candidates, characteristics such as being patient and organized are of 
a significantly higher level for individuals who select teaching willfully than those who do not.  
According to Çeliköz  and Çetin (2004), if teacher candidates are trained as individuals who adopt positive 
attitude towards their vocation, they can carry out their duties completely, act in a more positive manner towards 
their students, will be scrutinizing and apply innovations on the environment of education more easily.  
Hall, Pearson and Carrol (1992) found out that teachers who have less vocation satisfaction and have a negative 
attitude towards teaching consider leaving their vocations. They mentioned that teacher satisfaction is related to 
academic success, student behavior and student satisfaction (Jiang, 2005,p.66). 
Researches also show us that the attitudes of teachers and teacher candidates towards teaching affect their 
determination of behavior towards students. For this reason, preschool teachers’ loving their vocation and adopting a 
positive attitude towards it will enable them to develop a positive viewpoint towards children. 
According to the research carried out by Temel et al. (1997), which examines the consistency between ideal and 
vocational individualities of kindergarten teachers, first two reasons for the selection of teaching by the teachers are 
affection for children and for the vocation. This result shows us that the concepts of children and vocation are 
commonly considered.   
According to the research carried out by Gürbüz and Kıúo÷lu (2007), which examines attitudes of students who 
continue non-thesis master’s degree program in science and education faculties towards teaching, the attitude of 
students of education faculties towards teaching differentiates according to their gender. Female teacher candidates 
in educational faculty possess a higher attitude than male candidates. Another research has been made by Erden 
(2004) to examine the attitude of preschool teachers towards gender roles and discipline. With the results obtained, 
it is found that the rate of an equalitarian attitude by preschool educators concerning gender roles and discipline is 
high. As seen in the researches, attitudes of female students towards the vocation of teaching are higher. Most of the 
preschool teacher candidates are female students. This may also be considered to positively affect their attitude 
towards teaching. 
In the study of Clifford and Walster (1973), it is found that attractive children are perceived as students who have 
a higher IQ and more concerned parents (Öztürk and Koç,2001,p.368). Visual viewpoint included in the results of 
this research supports the relation between harmony and attitudes of teachers. We can say that if the children are 
more positive in visual aspects,  the attitude of teachers towards them differentiates.  
4. Conclusion and Suggestions  
As a result of the research, it is found that there is a difference between sophomore and senior students in terms 
of Environmental Viewpoint sub-scale. In addition, a positive relation between viewpoint towards children and 
attitudes toward the vocation of teaching is found. The fact that the viewpoint of preschool teacher candidates 
towards children and their attitude toward the vocation of teaching are related gives us some clues concerning what 
kind of teachers will those students be in the future. Therefore, teacher candidates must develop a positive viewpoint 
towards children before they take a step into the vocation of preschool teaching, which is dependent on self-devotion 
and continuous self improvement. The determination of students’ attitude towards children will be guiding for the 
prediction of success and satisfaction to be obtained by them in the future; therefore, it will contribute to the efforts 
in the direction of development and improvement of this vocation.  
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The perception of differences between the children in the early childhood is important. Teachers should take 
individual and developmental differences into consideration during education. These differences can affect teacher-
child relation (Pignatosi et. al., 2007; Major, 2006). Therefore, attitude of teacher towards the child is very 
important. Especially, the attitudes of preschool teachers towards their education and the vocation of teaching are 
very important with regard to providing the children with a strong educational background.  
A higher quality of education for the preschool education teachers will be determining in providing them with 
more information, positive attitudes and experiences. Therefore, they will get more opportunities to know the 
children better and will be able to develop a multi-directional learning capacity of them. 
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